Name of the Course: Chorus




Level: 1,2,3
I. Course Description:

The choral music program at Oak Park Middle School is a sequential program designed to teach the student to learn to sing from a beginner through intermediate level.  Students are given instruction in the areas of performance, music literacy, vocal pedagogy, listening and analysis, and music history.  During the process, students will learn to make the connections between music of different cultures, perform in foreign languages, and connect singing with other disciplines.
The Five Areas of Interaction (AOI) from the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program will be incorporated into the instruction of music theory, vocal pedagogy, and individual and large group performances.  These allow the student to make connections between Chorus and other subject areas, and between subjects and real life issues.  The five areas are: Approaches to Learning, Community and Service, Homo Faber, Environment, and Health and Social Education.
Student’s voices are checked on a regular basis so that they are placed in the correct vocal part.  We will also be covering several foreign languages throughout the year and comparing the music to other pieces.  
II. Topics:

A. Tone Quality (Approaches to Learning, Health and Social)

1.  Apply good vocal pedagogy in order to produce a beautiful tone quality as a student and group.

2. Implement several physical factors such as posture and body position, breathing, and relaxed phonation.

B. Technical Training of Basic Vocal Procedures of the Individual’s Vocal Apparatus (AOI: Approaches to Learning, Health and Social, Homo Faber)

1. Demonstrate appropriate sounds and produce music with their voice.

2. Identify the proper care and maintenance of the voice.

3. Develop solid listening skills through aural skills and drills.

4. Identify the proper way to cause phonation to occur.

5. Associate notes on the staff with the correct, sung pitches. 

6. Learn to read musical notation, signs, and symbols; and understand how music is the universal language and can be easily translated throughout various cultures.

7. Apply different languages to songs that will be performed.

C. Development of Skills to Participate in Music Making Activities (AOI: Approaches to learning, Health and Social, Homo Faber, Community and Service)

1. Develop student’s singing through scales and aural drills.

2. Learn to make intelligent decisions about phrasing, intonation, and interpretation.

3. Determine their individual role in the total ensemble experience.

4. Learn to perform independently through sightreading.

5. Learn to express the text in a logical way in a performance.
D. Development of Skill in Experiencing Music and Making Discriminating Choices in Music (AOI: Approaches to Learning, Environment, Homo Faber)
1. Listen and Play literature that is age appropriate.

2. Listen and describe music.

3. Determine and discriminate musical forms.

4. Aural discrimination of different styles of music and singing.

5. Participate in short, guided improvisational activities

6. Make educational choices through self and group evaluation.

E. Instilling Values, Knowledge, and Skilss that Enable Students to Pursue Musical Experiences throughout their Lives (Community and Service, Appoaches to Learning, Environment)

1. Know the history and contributions that other cultures have made to the development and performance of music.

2. Experience solo performance opportunities.

3. Understand music’s relationship to history and culture.

4. Performance of music of the American culture and cultures around the world.

5. Understand the relationship and other arts and disciplines outside the arts.

III. Teaching and Assessment:
A.
Teaching Methods

1. Directed listening activitie.

2. Directed rehearsal activities

3. Public performances

4. Participation in AVA District Performance Evaluation

5. Participation in AVA State Performance Evaluation

6. Participation in All-State Chorus Festival
B. Assessments
1. Teacher generated worksheets and quizzes
2. Music dictation

3. Singing tests

4. Performances

C. Grading Policy

Students will be assessed based on tests grades, performance grades, and singing grades.  Theses are the grade percentages:

Test Grades:

10% each

Performance Grades:
50%
Singing Grades:

varies between 30% and 60% depending on whether there is a performance grade during that grading term.

IV. Resources:
The following resources will be used as a part of the chorus curriculum:
Choral Connections:  Treble Voices Beginning Level 1 (Glencoe, McGraw-Hill)

Choral Connections: Mixed Voices Beginning Level 1 (Glencoe, McGraw-Hill)
Choral Connections: Tenor-Bass Voices Beginning Level 1 (Glencoe, McGraw-Hill)

Concert Literature
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