MYP Course Outline
Name of Course:  Social Studies – 7th Grade


Level: 2

I. Course Description 
In this course students will read about, distinguish, examine, and compare the many different cultures of the world.  The history and development of these cultures and the impact they have had, and continue to have, on the world community will be discussed.  The library and computer lab will be used to research supplemental and primary resources.  Students will develop effective communication and speaking skills while working in small and large group settings.  Students will reflect upon the world events, past and present, to develop an understanding of their impact and relevance on society.
The Five Areas of Interaction from the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program will be incorporated into civics, world geography, and other selected humanities units.  These will allow students to make connections between Humanities and other subjects, and between selected subject matter and real-life issues.  The five areas are:  Approaches to Learning, Community and Service, Homo Faber (Man the Inventor), Environment, and Health and Social Education.  

Students will use self-monitoring and feedback from peers and teacher to evaluate comprehension, writing, listening, speaking, studying and research skills.  Examples are unit tests, oral reports, rubrics, journal reflections, etc.  
II. Topics:
A.  Geography Skills (AOI:  Approaches to Learning, Community and Service, Environment)


1.  Map essentials



2.  Map projections



3.  Lines of latitude and longitude



4.  Global Positioning System



5.  Using technology to acquire information from a spatial perspective



6.  Analyzing relationships among people, places, and the environment by 


mapping information about them


B.  Planet Earth (AOI: Environment, Health and Social Education, Homo Faber)


1.  Identifying physical characteristics of places (ex. Soils, vegetation, and 


climate)



2.  Analyze regional characteristics for factors that contribute to change and for 


their relative importance (ex. Migration, media image, technological 



developments)


3.  Describe processes that shape the physical environment, including long range 

effects of extreme weather phenomena and human activity (ex. Plate tectonics, 


erosion, renewable and nonrenewable resources, impact of hurricanes on coastal 


ecosystems)



4.  Describe positive and negative environmental effects of human actions on the 

four basic components of Earth’s physical system



5. Analyze environmental consequences of major technological changes in 


human history for both intended and unintended outcomes


6.  Compare the distribution of natural resources in various parts of the world


C. Eastern Hemisphere (AOI:  Health and Social Education, Approaches to Learning, 
Environment)


1.  Identify the land/resources, history, religions, government and economy of 


the countries of the Indian subcontinent, China, and Japan


2.  Explain factors that contribute to conflict within and between countries of the 

Eastern Hemisphere



3.  Describe historical and contemporary economic trade networks of regions 


based on their location and available resources



4.  Describe ways people in the Eastern Hemisphere prepare for natural disasters

D.   Foundations of Governments (Approaches to Government, Community and Service)


1.  Influences of outside sources on the United States Constitution, such as the 


Mayflower compact, Ancient Greece, and the Magna Carta.



2.  Characteristics of the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the 


Bill or Rights



3.  The American Political Systems



4.  John Locke’s influence on our government


E.  The United States Government (Homo Faber, Community and Service, Environment)


1.  Compare and contrast the American government with other forms of 


governments (Monarchy, Limited Monarchy, Oligarchy, Dictatorship, pure 


Democracy)



2.  Discuss in detail State and Local Government (Offices, Officeholders, 1901 


Alabama Constitution, Funding)



3.  Discuss the major branches of government: Legislative, Judicial, and 


Executive on the National, state, and local levels (Concepts of Separation of 


Power, Checks and Balances)



4.  Discuss the Judicial System in detail, the court system (Juvenile, Civil, 


and Criminal), Rights of Citizens under the Constitution (rule of law, and 


breaking the law) 


F.  Civic Responsibility (Community and Service, Health and Social Education, 


Environment)


1.  Description of Rights, Privileges, duties and responsibility of a citizen and a 


non citizen



2.  How to become a U.S. Citizen (Born into citizenship, or acquire)



3.  Immigration Maps



4.  Discuss the Character traits that benefit of individual citizens of the U.S. 


(Honesty, Courage, Compassion, Civility)



5.  Discuss the ability of U.S. to improve individual and collective participation 


and public service
III. Teaching and Assessment:
A.  Teaching Methods

1.  Lecture


2.  Guided and Independent Activities


3.  ARI Reading Strategies


4.  Technology-based instruction


5.  Individual Research


6.  Teacher/Class Discussion


7.  Current Events

B.  Assessment


1.  Standardized tests and rubrics


2.  Open-ended questions


3.  Group presentations


4.  Class participation


5.  Daily Bellringers


6.  Use of technology

C. Grading Policy

Students will be assessed on test/major grades, quizzes, and daily grades.  
Grades will be determined on a total points system.  


Total Points Accumulated divided by Total Points Possible= % that is final 
grade.  

IV. Resources

--People, Places, and Change (textbook) by Holt, Rinehart, and Winston

--American Civics (textbook) by Holt, Rinehart, and Winston

--“USA Today” Newspaper 

--The Internet 

--Play By The Rules (Alabama Laws for Youth) 
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