MYP Course Outline 

Name of Course:   Language A  (Language Arts) – Grade 7                Level: 2
I. Course Description:

In this course, students will critically read, enjoy, evaluate, compare and write about various kinds of literature (poetry, short stories, novels, plays, folktales, myths, nonfiction, etc.) from a variety of cultures.  The creativity and impact of a variety of international authors and settings will be studied, and students will create works of their own.  Writing assignments will be completed in the narrative, descriptive, expository, and persuasive modes.  The library and computer lab will be used for research and publishing.  Students will develop effective listening and speaking skills, including group discussion and oral presentation.  Grammar, usage, mechanics, spelling and vocabulary skills will be practiced. The importance of using these correctly will be related to the students’ communication skills and how they affect interactions with others.

The Five Areas of Interaction from the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program will be incorporated into grammar, writing, and literature units. These allow the students to make connections between Language Arts and other subjects, and between subjects and real-life issues.  The five areas are:  Approaches to Learning, Community and Service, Homo Faber (Man the Inventor), Environment, and Health and Social Education.

Students will use self-monitoring and feedback from peers and teacher to evaluate reading, writing, listening, viewing, speaking, studying, and research skills.  Examples are journals, rubrics, checklists, projects, unit tests, oral reports, writing assignments, etc.

II. Topics:

A.  Literature   (AOI:  Homo Faber, Environment, Health and Social Education)

1. Construct, interpret, and evaluate meaning by applying appropriate strategies to materials across the curriculum.


2. Read with ease textual, functional, and recreational materials encountered in daily life.


3. Recognize various forms of literature according to characteristics.

4.  Read and interpret selected pieces of literature set in other countries and written by international authors.

5.  Appreciate the characteristics, literary elements, cultural influences, and writing and speaking styles representative of various eras and cultures.

6.  Demonstrate respect for linguistic and cultural diversity in literature, both geographic and ethnic.

B.  Writing    (AOI:  Approaches to Learning, Environment, Health and Social Education, Homo     

                       Faber, Community and Service)

1.  Identify writing and compose in the following modes:  narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive.  

2.  Exhibit proficiency in the use of the writing process  (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, publishing) and organization of content.

3.  Compose using recognized literature as models.

4.  Respond in writing to open-ended questions on international literature.

C. Communication Skills  (AOI:  Approaches to Learning, Environment, Health and Social Education, Homo Faber)

1. Know and apply principles of grammar, usage, and mechanics in writing, speaking, and presenting.  (Capitalization, Punctuation, Grammar, Usage, Spelling).

2. Refine general listening behaviors (main idea, summarizing, relationships, etc.)

3. Respond orally and in writing to information read, viewed, and heard, expressing personal feelings, opinions, and information.

4. Develop and use an extended vocabulary through reading, listening, viewing, writing, speaking, and presenting.

5. Identify the etymology of language

6. Identify ways the power of language evokes emotion, expands thinking, and influences problem solving, decision making, and action.

7. Demonstrate effective listening and speaking behaviors for varied situations and purposes.

8. Present literature and personal composition effectively.

D. Study Skills  (AOI:  Approaches to Learning)

1. Select sources of information.

2. Use study processes to manage information (taking notes, summarizing, organizing).

3. Conduct project research, utilizing all aspects of the research process.

4. Use available computer technology to enhance reading and writing skills.

III. Teaching and Assessment:

A.    Teaching Methods

1.     ThinkLink/Stanford Review

2. Guided and Independent Activities

3. ARI Reading Strategies

4. Lecture

5. Technology-based Instruction

6. Graphic Organizers

B.  Assessment

1.  Standardized tests and rubrics

2.  Essays in the four modes of writing (expository, narrative, persuasive, and descriptive)

3.  Open-ended questions

4.  Oral presentations

5.  Projects based on theme/literature

6.  Class participation/observation

7.  Bellringers/DOL

8.  Use of technology (research projects, word processing, etc.)

9.  Group work

C.  Grading Policy:

Students will be assessed based on test/major grades, and daily grades.  They are broken down in the following manner:

Tests/major grades=67% of the final average 

Daily grades= 33% of the final average

IV. Resources:   The following resources will be used in this class:

--Language Arts Today (textbook) by McGraw Hill along with companion material


and grammar workbook

--Elements of Literature First Course (textbook) by Harcourt Brace along with 


companion material (workbook, stories on CD, CD-Rom, videos, etc.)

--ThinkLink ARMT and SAT test prep software

--Writing Assessment material (provided by the State Department of Education)

--Class novels

--The Internet
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