MYP Course Outline
Name of Course:  Journalism– Grades 7 & 8




   Level:  2/3
I. Course Description:

In this course, students will ultimately produce the school newspaper.  In doing this, they will develop and practice many communication skills that will be beneficial to them in life. The library and computer lab will be used for research and publishing.  Students will develop effective listening and speaking skills, including group discussion and oral presentation.  Grammar, usage, mechanics, spelling and vocabulary skills will be practiced. The importance of using these correctly will be related to the students’ communication skills and how they affect interactions with others.
The Five Areas of Interactions from the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program will be incorporated into written and oral communication skills, as well as computer technology skills. These allow the students to make connections between subjects and real-life issues.  The five areas are:  Approaches to Learning, Community and Service, Homo Faber (Man the Inventor), Environment, and Health and Social Education.

Students will use self-monitoring and feedback from peers and teacher to write and edit articles, and help get the newspaper ready to be published.
II. Topics:

A.Writing Skills  (AOI:  Homo Faber, Approaches to Learning, Environment, Health and Social
                      Education, Community and Service)

1. Write original articles such as features, editorials, persuasive, and surveys.
2. Exhibit proficiency in the writing process (pre-writing, drafting, revising, editing,
publishing).



3.    Compose using recognized article types as models.

B.Oral Communication Skills (AOI:  Approaches to Learning, Health and Social Education, 
                      Community and Service)

1. Apply principles of the interviewing process (use appropriate questioning strategies and listening skills).

2. Refine general listening and speaking behaviors in a variety of settings.

3. Respond orally and in writing to information read, viewed, and heard, expressing

views, opinions, feelings, and unbiased information (when necessary).



4.    Work together as a staff to make decisions regarding the newspaper and layout 



        through regular staff meetings.


C.Technology Use and Skills (AOI:  Homo Faber, Approaches to Learning, Health and Social 


                      Education, Community and Service)

1. Become proficient at using Microsoft Publisher to create layouts that are visually attractive and efficient, including picture placement, headlines, captions, article placement, etc.).

2. Use word processing skills to compose articles.

3. Be proficient in the use of the digital camera, including taking pictures, downloading them, and placing them on the layout of the newspaper.


D.Creative Design (AOI:  Homo Faber, Approaches to Learning, Health and Social Education)


1.    Design pages of the layout for an attractive and appealing newspaper.



2.    Learn to take pictures that are visually appealing including lighting, posing, spacing, 




       etc.).

III.Teaching and Assessment:
A. Teaching Methods

1. Guided and Independent Activities

2. Lecture

3. Technology-based instruction

B.  Assessment

1.  Oral presentations

2.  Class participation/observation
3.  Articles written

4.  Editing skills

5.  Picture placement

6.  Fulfillment of role for each newspaper edition
C.  Grading Policy:

Students will be assessed based on test/major grades, and daily grades.  They are broken down in the following manner:

Tests/major grades=67% of the final average 

Daily grades= 33% of the final average

IV. Resources:

--The Internet
--Microsoft Publisher software

--Journalism Today (textbook)

--Online journals and newspapers
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